
 
Larry Banaszak’s recent teaching on creation during Sunday school is just one example of how God brings an ordinary 
person, transforms them, and then uses them to strengthen the church body. Each time Bob and Karen look back, they 
see what God has done. At the same time, they desire that God work through their weaknesses, that others would see 
Him.

SU
M

M
ER

 2
01

7
SU

M
M

ER
 2

01
7  STAY CONNECTED…

          to Marion Hills Bible Church
Someone You Should KnowSomeone You Should Know

Bob and Karen Maestri’s journey to their faith was 
rooted in Karen’s panic attacks, and the faithful 

witnessing from Bob’s two sisters, Marilyn and Fran. It 
has been about twenty years now and their many failings 
in the fl esh are further testimony that God’s saving grace 
is just that. After coming to the knowledge of God, Bob 
desired to fi nd a church that taught properly from the Bible, 
and was close to home. Marion Hills is about a four-mile 
drive from home, but more importantly strives to allow the 
Scriptures to be interpreted by His Spirit.

Once God brought Karen through her anxieties, she began 
attending MHBC. The teaching of God’s Word supported 
by, and interpreted by itself is priority for Bob and Karen, 
and also for the whole church body, as we are all adopted 
into His family.

 
A favorite scripture passage of Bob and Karen is Psalm 
139 which speaks of God’s perfect knowledge of us, 
and our limited ability to grasp the same. Two of Karen’s 
favorite hymns are In the Garden and The Old Rugged 
Cross, which reminds them of the God that both suff ered 
immensely, and yet is so gentle with those of us for whom 
He suff ered.

I praise You because 
I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; 
Your works are wonderful, 
I know that full well.

Psalm 139:14

Bob and Karen have two daughters: Tiff any who is married 
to Greg Whalen and has four children - Trinity, Savannah, 
Olivia, and Noah.  Their youngest daughter Melissa is 
married to Terry Coughlin and has one son, Caleb. Shirlee, 
Karen’s niece, is also part of their family and has been 
raised by them since she was little.   We are all grateful 
for Bob and Karen and their very active involvement at 
Marion Hills Bible Church. 
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        The Man Behind the PulpitThe Man Behind the Pulpit
by Pastor Michael Campo

You can listen to Pastor Michael’s sermons at 
www.mhbchurch.org.

Check out our new and improved website at 
www.mhbchurch.org. 

I know Easter has come and gone but there is a question 
that is good to ponder all year round. What diff erence 

does Easter make? How can I know which religion is the 
right one? That’s a fair question, don’t you think? It is a 
critical question, because on the surface, there seems 
to be no great diff erence between Christianity and all the 
religions of the world. They have great leaders … and so 
do we. They have written Scriptures … and so do we. 
They have miracle stories … and so do we. They have 
high ethical standards … and so do we. They have a long 
and rich history … and so do we. 
 One fundamental diff erence - just go to the tombs of the 
founders of the great world religions. Call the roll:

Mohammed … “Here!”
Moses … “Here!”
Buddha … “Here!”
Confucius … “Here!”
Jesus Christ … No answer! Because he is not 
there. The tomb is empty! 

What If...?What If...?

Four thousand years ago Job asked this question, “If a 
man dies, will he live again?” (Job 14:14). That is the 
greatest of all the questions, it is the central question 
Easter was meant to answer. Death is frightening and 
terrifying this is why the Bible calls it “the last enemy” (I 
Corinthians 15:26). The church of Jesus Christ says, He 
is risen. For 2000 years Christians say He is risen. Is it 
true? Can we believe it? If a man dies, will he live again? 
All of us will face death someday. But for those who 
know Jesus, death holds no fear because of their faith!
Now it’s easy to write it. May I share what’s hard, the 
alternative - no religion with a resurrected leader. I am 
glad for Christianity, really glad!

You were chosen to be part of the Northwest Passage 
Project to explore the changing Arctic. Is climatic warming 

real? What would you do? Well, I was chosen to be part of this 
project and have been assigned to a facility in Rhode Island 
where I will be during the month of August. While there I will 
work with scientists, oceanographers, and those documenting 
their trip on the SSV Oliver Hazard Perry. In a class to prepare 
for this project, this is a portion of a paper I wrote.

Have you ever heard a Christian justify something they did by 
saying, “It was legal,” or “It’s my right”? This is because of the 
blurred lines between Biblical law, laws given by God in the Bible, 
and Caesar’s law, laws of the land where a Christian resides. 
The United States is a Democratic Republic with a capitalist 
economy. The country runs under the people’s will and it is in 
place to protect their predetermined rights. These protections 
are seen as basic, fundamentals that each person is granted; 
but the mistake many American Christians make is that these 
rights were granted by God. Because the root of Americanism 
is to be and put America fi rst, it leads to the intrinsic belief that if 
something is legal, it is moral and approved by God. This is also 
that same understanding many people have when it comes to 
abusing legislature by saying ‘it’s my right’ or ‘it’s legal’. 

The problem with this is that Christianity is further fi lled with 
misguided conceptions of how to interpret the Bible and so 
more Midrash comes out of it. These beliefs become dangerous 
when they start to become intertwined with politics. Christianity 
has been a big player in shaping America as we have had an 
overwhelming number of Christian leaders and other lawmakers. 

At the onset, many of them shared similar spiritual beliefs or 
were at least able to set their spiritual beliefs aside to focus on 
issues that faced the country, and even if someone did allow 
their spiritual beliefs to aff ect how they made a decision or how 
to go about addressing a problem, there was never a question 
of if, just how. 

As we look at the problem of global warming, there has never 
been such a huge confl ict to plague our world. When debating 
the topic of climate change, lawmakers who believe in climate 
change are not able to argue the what because they are operating 
under a diff erent set of facts. To them, they are working towards 
slowing down the fact of climate change, while other members 
don’t believe in it all together, making it extremely diffi  cult to 
pass any kind of legislation.

Genesis 8:22 While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, 
and cold and heat, and summer and winter, day and night will 
never cease.

Genesis 1:28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful 
and increase in number; fi ll the earth and subdue it. Rule over 
the fi sh in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living 
creature that moves on the ground.”

 These are two verses given in the Bible by God concerning 
the earth. Let’s obey God’s command and use our scientifi c 
knowledge to be good stewards of our natural resources and 
preserve our environment for the next generation until He 
comes again.



Current ConnectionCurrent Connection

Gospel ConnectionGospel Connection

Marion Hills Bible Church is hosting Vacation Bible School on Monday, July 10 through Friday July 14 from 9 AM until 
noon. It is for children ages 4-years-old through sixth grade.

 
This year’s exciting theme is Operation Arctic, where the students 
will explore a fascinating region like no other in the world. Along with 
learning about the Arctic they will study God’s Word - The Bible! The 
explorers will immediately begin their Operation Arctic Mission at 
Snowfall Station where they will experience a high-energy opening with 
entertaining welcomes, rockin’ songs, a mission moment, and prayer. 
Then on to Treasure Point where explorers discover what a gem God’s 
Word is as they learn important Bible facts in a really fun way!  They will 
enjoy treats from Klondike Corner, the snack spot where there are cool 
treats waiting to melt in your mouth.  Every day they will visit Glacier 
Gap, the recreation place where games are fi lled with chills and thrills. 
Finally, at Discovery Pass the explorers will have a variety of activities 
such as crafts, songs to sing, memory verse games to play, and more 
to learn about their mission.

The Closing Assembly will include more singing, and a greatly anticipated daily drama. The drama begins in the city with 
a high-powered executive who is done with living a busy life. He decides to move to the wilderness for a more simplifi ed 
life, but he fi nds out that the simple life is full of many adventures!

This year MHBC will be utilizing many avenues to get the word out about our Vacation Bible School. For instance, 
numerous ads are being run on Facebook targeting specifi c groups of people who may have children or know children 
that can come to this week of ministry and be helped in Christ.

As always, there is NO FEE for Vacation Bible School at Marion Hills Bible Church. Many  have  already  signed  up  
to  help  make  this ministry possible. Do you know a family with children that could attend?   If you do, don’t  forget  to
tell  them  about  our Arctic Operation!

 To God be the glory for what great things He will do during this week! Please be praying for this Children’s Ministry.

The Gospel of John records an interaction between a woman named Martha and Jesus. When Jesus heard that 
Lazarus (Martha’s brother) was sick, Jesus waited, knowing what He intended on doing, and did not go to see him. 

Shortly after Jesus heard that Lazarus was sick, Lazarus died. 

 Before Lazarus died, Jesus said, “This sickness is not to end in death, but for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be 
glorifi ed by it.” When Jesus came to the tomb of Lazarus, he had been dead for 4 days. When Martha saw Jesus, she said 
to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Then 
Martha said, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus then said to her, “I am the resurrection 
and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die.” 

Shortly after this conversation between Jesus and Martha, Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. While Jesus used the 
death and resurrection of Lazarus to glorify God, He also used this situation to reveal Spiritual truth to Martha. He said 
that He is the “resurrection and the life.” Not only is Jesus able to make a dead man live physically, but He also can raise 
the spiritually dead to life. Jesus also said that those who believe in Him will “never die.” The life that He gives is eternal 
and will never be taken away from a believer in Christ, nor can it be lost. A person that is a believer in Jesus is assured 
eternal life in Heaven.



“You can go anywhere you want to, but nobody wants you more than we do!”“You can go anywhere you want to, but nobody wants you more than we do!”

Editor in Chief:  Janet Wheatley

Schedule of Weekly Events:
Sunday School ..................................................9:30 am
Morning Worship .............................................10:30 am
Evening Service.................................................6:00 pm
Wednesday Evening Services
    Bible Study/Prayer Meeting ...........................7:00 pm 
Thursdays 
    Surrender and Win ........................................7:00 pm

Pastor:  Michael A. Campo
Phone:  630.986.0108
Web:   www.mhbchurch.org
Email:  info@mhbchurch.org

Newsletter Staff :
Pastor Michael Campo Karen Kruse        Sandy Wagner 
Faith Grider  Tim Kruse      T.J. Westerkamp
Tim Grider  Fran McLaughlin      
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We want to pray for you!  Please feel free to 
contact us using the information to the right. Anything you would like to tell the newsletter team? 

Send an email to newsletter@mhbchurch.org.

Get Plugged-InGet Plugged-In

Congratulations to our 2017 Graduate 
Charlie Walsh. Charlie graduated from 
Downers Grove South High School.

Because of the faith of his parents, Tiff any 
and Greg, Noah Whalen was dedicated 
to our Lord at the morning service on April 
30, 2017. Noah is the grandson of Bob and 
Karen Maestri. He has 3 older sisters, Trinity, 
Savannah, and Olivia.  

July 10 - 14 – Join us at Vacation Bible 
School from 9am to noon. Please pre-
register for MHBC’s Vacation Bible School 
at www.mhbchurch.org.

Schedule of Special Events:
July 10-14 9:00 am - noon .............. Vacation Bible School
  ...................... pre-register@www.mhbchurch.org

Lord, We dedicate this child to you know-
ing there can be no better gift than 
 Living in Your Grace, 
 Resting in Your Love, 
 Walking in Your Ways. 

In the joy of Your presence on this special 
day, we humbly ask for Your   
 Blessing, 
 Your Wisdom, 
 Your Guidance, 
 Your Peace. 

Lord, You’ve placed this precious life into our loving arms, and now 
with all our faith and trust, our strength and love, we dedicate this 
child to you. 

~Tiff any and Greg Whalen

Surrender and Win meets every Thursday evening from 7:00 pm to 
8:30 pm.

Berean Ladies Fellowship will hold its fi rst meeting of the new season 
at 6:30 pm on September 21.  Watch for more information concerning 
this meeting and  the 2017-2018 meetings.

 On May 17th, Barb Koons went to be with 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Barb’s 
family included her daughters Donna Koons 
and Cindy Drabes, son-in-law Frank and her 
two grandchildren Melissa and Dan. We are 
thankful for this promise in God’s Word. But I 
would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep, that ye 
sorrow not, even as others which have no 
hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so them also which sleep 
in Jesus will God bring with him.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-14


